MINUTES
APRIL 27, 2021
5:30 P.M.

STEPHENS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING
WAS HELD IN THE HISTORICAL COURTHOUSE COURTROOM
AND TELECONFERENCED

PRESENT FOR MEETING: Chairman Michelle Ivester. Commissioners Dean Scarborough, Dennis Bell,
Debbie Whitlock, James Addison; County Clerk Beth Rider, County Administrator Phyllis Ayers, County
Attorney Brian Ranck

PUBLIC HEARING
2nd READING OF AMENDING ORDINANCE

Chapter 10

Animals ] j M 3
Article II. Animal Control ’ 6?"”“1 llﬂ‘l’ /ﬁ ’
Sec. 10-52

The animal control department shall be authorized to remove or cause to have removed to a safe
location any animal that appears to be abused or suffering undue pain from abuse or neglect, as may be
necessary to prevent further suffering. If a dog/animal is tied or tethered it must have adequate shelter and
bedding in cold weather and fresh food and water daily and must have a minimum of ten feet of mobility.
The owner or possessor of the animal shall be charged with cruelty to animals as provided for in O.C.G.A.
§ 16-12-4.
(Ord. of 2-16-1999, § X)

County Attorney Brian Ranck opened the public hearing for the second reading of the amendment to the
Animal Control ordinance. Mr. Ranck stated this came before the board at the last meeting to provide for
minimum accommodations for the animals. there was a request to add 10 feet of mobility which is been
added. Mr. Ranck opened the hearing for anyone that would like to speak in favor of the amendment
changes, no one spoke in favor, Mr. Ranck opened the hearing for anvone that would like to speak in
opposition of the amendment changes, no one spoke in opposition. Commissioner Whitlock stated this is
very poorly written where it says, “Animal Control Department shall be authorized to remove or cause to
have removed to a safe location any animal that appears to be abused or suffering™; it needs to say “is being
abused or is suffering”. Commissioner Whitlock stated that could be anvthing, she stated it is very
subjective and is attackable, don’t know that anyone would. Commissioner Whitlock stated that is already
in there, that is not the change that we are making; that is already in place. Commissioner Whitlock stated it
is just really poorly written especially the part that says “appears to be abused”™ there needs to be more, she
stated she has never seen any statute written that loosely. Mr. Ranck stated that was in the original
ordinance that is not what is before you: you can make that change now but you would have to restart the
whole process. Commissioner Scarborough stated if we do make that change we would have to have two
public hearings and start the whole process. Mr. Ranck stated yes you can make those changes if vou want
to or you can move forward with this one and make those changes next if that is your desire. Commissioner
Secarborough stated we would want something that would be enforceable, if you think it could be
challenged it would be worth our time. Commissioner Bell stated a lot of times the words and verbiage may
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nol mean anything to some, but Commissioner Whitlock has a strong valid point where it says appears 1o, it
should be is; verbiage means a lot and we need to have it where it is right, it is loose verbiage.
Commissioner Scarborough stated it is still subject to interpretation by the person that is enforcing the
ordinance. Mr. Ranck stated that is the mosi important thing, whoever the Animal Control officer is
involved whether using the word appears to be abused or is being abused at the end of the day, they would
have to prove that in court with evidence of abuse, it depends on how you define that and would be up to
the judge to decide. Mr. Ranck asked if they wanted 1o move forward with making the change to what is in
red and look at changing the other language in a subsequent amendment or table it all now. Mr. Ranck
stated you could go ahead and get this language in place and tomormow it would be in effect. Commissioner
Bell stated he is for going ahead and approving what is in red and doing the other changes later. Mr. Ranck
stated it is the desire for the board to move ahead with the changes in red and have staff 1o make additional
changes, Mr. Ranck closed the public hearing.

LAND USE PUBLIC HEARING

+ REZONING REQUEST FROM WILLIAM CHASTATN AND JUDY DEFOOR, 1356 SKYLINE DRIVE,
TOCCOA, GA. PARCEL 032B 159. SUBJECT PROPERTY IS CURRENTLY ZONED AS
RESIDENTIAL SINGLE. THE PROPOSED ACTION TO BE TAKEN IS TO REZONE .37 ACRES TO
AGRICULTURE RESIDENTIAL TO ADD TO PARCEL 032B 172

Ms. Ayers stuted this is a total of .37 acres and will combine with 11.5] acres, there were no issues found
and the recommendation from the Planning Commission is to approve. Ms. Ayers opened the hearing for
anyone that would like to spesk m favor of the request. No one spoke in favor. Ms. Avers opened the
hearing for anyone that would like to speak in opposition if the request. No one spoke in opposition,

. REZONING REQUEST FROM KENNETH COOPER, 367 PHILLIPS ROAD, TOCCOA, GA. PARCEL
007 013, SUBJECT PROPERTY I8 CURRENTLY ZONED AS RESIDENTIAL SINGLE. THE
PROPOSED ACTION TO BE TAKEN 1S TO REZONE 3.00 ACRES TO AGRICULTURE
RESIDENTIAL

Ms. Ayers stated the owner would like to rezone this parcel 1o add 1o an adjacent parcel that currently has
13.05 acres. There were no issues found and the recommendation from the Planning Commission is to
approve. Ms. Avers opened the hearing for anyone that would like to speak in favor of the request, Mr.
Kenneth Cooper stated he wanted to combine the two properties, he bought 11.99 acres that adjoins his. His
property is zoned Residential and what he bought is zoned Agricultural and he would like to combine them.
Ms. Avers opened the hearing for anyone that would like 1o speak in opposition if the request. No one
spoke in opposition.

. REZONING REQUEST FROM ERICK AND SUSAN WILKINS, 3479 TOCCOA BYPASS TOCCOA,
GA. PARCEL 033 (06A. SUBJECT PROPERTY 18 CURRENTLY ZONED AS AGRICULTURE
INTENSIVE. THE PROPOSED ACTION TO BE TAKEN IS TO REZONE 121 ACRES TO
AGRICULTURE RESIDENTIAL

Ms. Ayers stated the property 15 26.5 acres and the property owner would like to remove 1.21 acres that is
currently undeveloped and use for a single family dwelling intended to care for parents. Ms, Avers stated
there were no issues found and the recommendation is to approve. Ms. Ayers opened the hearing for
anyone that would like to speak in favor of the request. No one spoke in favor, Ms, Avers opened the
hearing for anyone thal would like to speak in opposition if the request. No one spoke in opposition,

Ms. Ayers closed the public hearing.
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STEPHENS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS WAIVED THEIR WORK SESSION

REGULAR MEETING

Chairman [vester called the regular meeting to order and welcomed those present. Mr. Teasley gave the
invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.

Fd

1. APPROVE AGENDA
Ms. Avers stated we have one addition to the agenda, this was a request from the Superior Court Judge for
COVID reasons they are able to use the Historic Courthouse, The motion will be Board to consider motion
to adopt a resolution designating the Historic Courthouse for the purpose of jury assembly, empaneling,
voir dire, and selection and authorize Chairman to sign resolution,
A motion was mede by Commissioner Bell, seconded by Commissioner Scarborough to approve the
agenda with one addition. Motion earried unanimously.

M. APPROVE MINUTES
APRIL 13,2021 - PUBLIC HEARING AND REGULAR MEETING

A motion was made by Commissioner Addison, seconded by Commissioner Bell to approve minules as
presented. Motion carried unanimously.

V. OLD BUSINESS

V. NEW BUSINESS

. REZONING REQUEST FROM WILLIAM CHASTAIN AND JUDY DEFOOR, 1356 SKYLINE DRIVE,

TOCCOA, GA. PARCEL 032B 159 SUBJECT PROPERTY IS CURRENTLY ZONED AS
RESIDENTIAL SINGLE. THE PROPOSED ACTION TO BE TAKEN IS TO REZONE 37 ACRES TO
AGRICULTURE RESIDENTIAL TO ADD TO PARCEL 032B 172 u E.d’lll:-'nt R

A motion was made by Commissioner Scarborough, seconded by Commissioner Whitlock to approve the
rezoning request, Motion carried unanimously.

REZONING REQUEST FROM KENNETH COOPER, 367 PHILLIPS ROAD, TOCCOA, GA. PARCEL
007 013. SUBJECT PROPERTY IS CURRENTLY ZONED AS RESIDENTIAL SINGLE. THE
PROPOSED ACTION TO BE TAKEN IS TO REZONE 3.00 ACRES TO AGRICULTURE

RESIDENTIAL L Eﬂh'l‘:lt} cu

A motion was made by Commissioner Bell, seconded by Commissioner Addison to approve the rezoming
request. Motion carried unanimously.

REZONING REQUEST FROM ERICK AND SUSAN WILKINS, 3479 TOCCOA BYPASS TOCCOA,
GA. PARCEL 033 006A. SUBJECT PROPERTY IS CURRENTLY ZONED AS AGRICULTURE
INTENSIVE. THE PROPOSED ACTION TO BE TAKEN IS TO REZONE 1.21 ACRES TO
AGRICULTURE RESIDENTIAL u E Hbl‘.\! [y



Page 4
Conmissioners Mesting
April 27, 2021

A motion was made by Commissioner Addison, seconded by Commissioner Scarborough (o approve the
rezoning request. Motion carricd unanimously.

. PRESENTATION BY TUSA CONSULTING um[b:}r g

Alan Talkington gave the presentation. No motion was needed. Commissioner Addison asked if there was a
website to look at the pictures that were not clear, Mr. Talkingion stated everything is in the full report that
was sent to you. Commissioner Addison stated we have a lot of trouble in Martin and we want to make sure
the towers will work there, it will show that in the report. Mr. Talkington stated on the East side there is
addition county property we identified and a parcel that is on a peninsula that will be good for covering the
river basin. Commissioner Addison asked about the cost plans. Owner spoke was inaudible. Commissioner
Scarborough asked on the urgent recommendation on the existing systems are there any estimates of cost
on each of those, Mr. Talkinglon stated in the report we do have some items that are budgetary estimates
that breakdown generators, even if more detail is needed we can provide that. We have spreadsheets
showing dollar amounts showing the replacement of those 1lems.

. BOARD TO CONSIDER MOTION TO AWARD A MID-MOUNT AERIAL PLATFORM QUINT
FIRETRUCK TO SUTPHEN CORPORATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $920.436.27 (DEMO) FOR THE
STEPHENS COUNTY FIRE SERVICES TO BE PAID OUT OF SPLOST AND GENERAL FUND

33 Ml'ﬂi#_ L
Ms. Ayers stated in your agenda packet vou have the bids that came in, a copy of the RFP and an email
from the Eastancllee Fire Chief Jamey Gettys and a letter to add that was signed by all the Chiels; in
SPLOST they have $1,890,867.00 they came together, there was a split up of all of that when SPLOST
passed, They have been working together to allocate the money and there is not enough here so Jamey is
here to ask for some out of contingencies. Ms, Avers stated the 17 of May your budget we normally put
$250,000.00 for any oddities, your budget has more contingencies but we set aside the local option five
vear audit that is in contingencies and the Coronavirus fund money; out of the 5250,000.00 we have
£150,765.00 left and not aware of any other big items staring at us over the next two months, Jamey stated
the money we had lefi to use for the truck was S900,000.(00 and the bid came in at 3920,436.27. The Board
of Fire Chiefs would at least like 10 ask for the $20,436.27 1o cover what we don't have, Jamey stated that
would get us the truck but would cause us to take some equipment from another truck and take il out of
service, we can do that that would be minimum requirements; we really don't want to do that if we could
get more than that we would appreciate it The cost extra over the $920,000.00 would be about $50,000.00
to $60,000.00 more. Commissioner Bell stated we have needed a truck like this for many years, they have
to get on a fork lift and that is dangerous. Jamey stated the community don’t understand what all we do; we
are out there all the time all the firefighiers are busy, Eastanollee station covers heavy industrial and
commercizl. We cover Hayestone Brady, Meadowbrook Industrial, Clary Connector, we got paged to AS]
where we had 1o use a forklifi and a mertal basket to put a firefighter in which could barely get over a
container that was burning which put him in fire and smoke. We had Two Day Design fire and couple days
later the Applegate Insulation and both were in Eastanollee’s primary district. Jamey stated they also have
automatic aid agreements with the City of Toccoa where they help cover Walmart, where the truck is going
services all of these areas. The equipment we will be taking off of the 1999 engine which is fairly old and
we can take it off and make it work that is why we were asking for a little extra, anything additional would
be great. Chairman Ivester asked how much was left in the Chief"s Council. Jamey stated they have all of
that allocated. Commissioner Addison asked when they would get the truck. Jamey stated the truck is a
demo truck and saved them about $70,000.00 and they demoed several trucks and drove them around; they
saved additional $70,000.00 by going with this truck because it was the only one that would fit in their
station. Jamey stated they would be able to pick the truck up in a month, Commissioner Bell stated let's do
this and come back closer 1o the end of the budget and lock at the equipment.
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A motion was made by Commissioner Scarborough, seconded by Commissioner Addison to award a Mid-
Mount Acrial Platform Quint firctruck to Sutphen Corporation for a Demo in the amount of §920,436.27
and pay the extra $20,436.27 1o be paid out of SPLOST and General Fund. Motion carvied unanimously,

. BOARD TO CONSIDER MOTION TO AWARD A TRIPLE COMBINATION COMMERCIAL
PUMPER TRUCK TO TRITONHME IN THE AMOUNT OF $400.000,00 TO BE PAID OUT OF
SPLOST FUNDS FOR THE STEPHENS COUNTY CARNES CREEK FIRE DEPARTMENT

“ Exbulot G
Mr. Bryon Bennett stated they went with this truck because it was a demo truck, the bid was confusing they
put in equipment for 130 but it came under budget, it is available now minus some install options we put in
the bid and should have the truck within 30 days, Mr. Bennett stated they have eight trucks and are in dire
need of a truck, if we had to wait 300 days for a truck to come in they would have 1o shul the station down.
Commissioner Bell asked if this truck would do what they needed. Mr, Bennett stated ves, it will meet their
needs.

A motion was made by Commissioner Bell, seconded by Commissioner Addison to award a Triple
Combination Commercial pumper truck to Triton/HME in the amount of S400,000.00 to be paid out of
SPLOST funds for Carnes Creek Fire Department, Motion carried unanimously.

. BOARD TO CONSIDER MOTION TO AWARD OR REJECT THE BIDS FOR THE TRIPLE

COMBINATION CUSTOM PUMPER TRUCK “E;.h; bt H *

Jonathan Jordan stated the reason we are asking to rejects the bids is because they did not meet specs. HME
was a demo but by the fime we sent out the paperwork and got it back the truck was sold, the next truck had
a bigger engine and the third quote thai came in we had some concerns about their service so we are asking
1o reject all the bids and start over.

A motion was made by Commissioner Addison, seconded by Commissioner Scarborough to reject the bid
for the Triple Combination Custom pumper truck. Motion carried unanimously,

. BOARD TO CONSIDER MOTION TO PURCHASE THE PAVILION KIT FROM TIMBER FRAME

HQ AND BID OUT THE INSTALLATION OF THE PAVILION FOR THE SPLASLH PAD

Y Exhilad T
Ms. Ayvers stated you have a design of a pavilion that will be a long lasting pavilion, they can install it but
thought we would bid out locally. Mr. Cleveland stated he thinks the timber frame will look a lot better and
last longer; we will go out to bid. Commissioner Addison asked about the bathrooms being included. Mr.
Cleveland stated they are working on the bathrooms; Ms, Avers stated they have the design for the
hathroom and the pump house we wanted 1o bid those together. Commissioner Scarborough stated they will
not be under the pavilion. Ms, Ayers stated no, the pavilion will be for recreational uses; picnic tables.
Commissioner Ivester stated once this is up we need to discuss a security system there, cameras for
vandalism. Mr. Cleveland stated ves and there will be lights so it will be lit up at night, the fence design
will be able 1o be closed off but the bathrooms can still he used but cannot get in the splash pad. There is
only one access to the splash pad and the pavilion will be fixed so they have to come through that one gate,
Mr, Cleveland stated it will be designed for evervone to come off of the concrete. Commissioner Jvester
asked if we are still looking good for June. Mr., Cleveland stated we are still working through some things,
he has just gotten the septic permit, he stated we had to have 2 2,000 gallon tanks and he had to re-bid that
out.; it has to have a grey water tank and a lift station, that slowed things down. KorKat did some minor
changes and we should have the new design, moving the lift station and tank to the other side. They have it
formed and ready to pour the concrete. Hopefully it will open by mid-summer,
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A motion was made by Commissioner Scarborough, seconded by Commissioner Bell to purchase the
pavilion kit from Timber Frame HQ and bid out the installation of the pavilion for the splash pad. Motion
earried unanimously.

BOARD TO CONSIDER MOTION TO AWARD E911 HEATING AND AIR TO IN COMFORT
SOLUTIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF $16,888.48 TO BE PAID FOR OUT OF THE CAPITAL
PROJECTS FUND R it I

A motion was made by Commissioner Addison, seconded by Commissioner Bell to award E9] 1 heating
and air to JN Comfort Solutions in the amount of $16,888.48 10 be paid out of Capital Projects fund.
Muotion carried unanimously.

BOARD TO CONSIDER MOTION TO APPROVE FY 2021 BUDGET AMENDMENTS FOR
PROBATE COURT AND TAX COMMISSIONER AND AUTHORIZE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN

RESOLUTION H&Chlllﬁl;" K

A motion was made by Commissioner Bell, seconded by Commissioner Addison to approve FY 2021
budget amendments and authorize Chairman to sign resolution. Motion earried unanimously.

- BOARD TO CONSIDER MOTION TO APPROVE AMENDED ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE

AND AUTHORIZE CLERK TO CODIFY “oelulat L

A motion was made by Commissioner Bell, seconded by Commissioner Scarborough to approve amended
Animal Control ordinance and authorize Clerk to eodify. Commissioner Whitlock opposed. Motion
carried unanimously,

- BOARD TO CONSIDER MOTION TO AUTHORIZE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN RESOLUTION FOR

DESIGNATION OF HISTORIC COURTHOUSE FOR PURPOSE OF JURY ASSEMBLY,
EMPANELING, VOIR DIRE AND SELECTION i S / ‘hf }I{"

A motion was made by Commissioner Scarborough, seconded by Commissioner Whitlock to approve and
authorize Chairman to sign resolution. Motion carried unanimously,

VLINVOICES OVER 55,000 “M.’h}ﬂ s

PATROL UPFITTERS - $30,782.60

C.W. MATTHEWS - 58,643.88

C.W. MATTHEWS - 55,812.89

ACREE OIL - $4,719.45

ACREE OIL - $14,020,18

ERGON ASPHALT AND EMULSIONS - 58,933.08

A motion was made by Commissioner Addison, seconded by Commissioner Scarborough to approve and
pay the invoices, Motion carried unanimously.
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VII. MATTERS FROM DEPARTMENTS

1. ADMINISTRATOR/FINANCE REPORT

Stephens County Market opening day is Saturday and we are officially a member of the Georgia Grown so
we can put the sign up and a local vendor making the signs; we will have one outside and one inside.

The departments heads have been all hands on deck getting it clean and freshened up, safe and ready; last
count we had nine vendors but most of the heavy produce will not come in until June. We have some
produce there.

Ms. Ayers recognized New Hope Fire Department. they received a letter stating *"Congratulations your
department has been selected to receive a Fireworks Tax Grant from the Georgia Firefighters Standards and
Training Council”, it is a matching grant of $636.00 and funded by the GFSTC grant at $5,725.00 for
hoses, helmets and lights. These are time consuming going through these grant hoops. The Board
Congratulated Stacy for receiving this grant.

Chairman Ivester asked about the dates of the Market. Ms. Ayers stated Saturdays May 1 - October 31%
8:00 am. — 12:00 p.m.; Tuesdays June 1¥ — October 31% 2:00 p.m. — 6:00 p.m. and if they have extra they
will go into November.,

2. DEPARTMENT REPORT
3. COMMISSIONERS REPORT

Commissioner Scarborough asked where we were or if we had written a letter to the railroad about the
blocking of the crossing on the Summit. Ms. Ayers stated she had spoken with Chris Erwin and he has the
same problem going on in Alto, she stated she told him where we were at and that we had discussed writing
a letter. Mr. Ranck stated he wrote a letter previously and will be reaching out to their attorney, he wrote a
letter letting them know about the blocking of school hours. Commissioner Scarborough stated it has gotten
worse since they have to make the trains longer. Ms. Ayers stated she spoke to him to see if he could help
us out, and told her he was working on it. Ms. Ayers stated she, Keith Canup and Jason Holland have been
talking in their weekly meetings and one of the property owners has asked if the County would look at
opening up old Locust Stake Road but it is pretty rough.

Chairman Ivester stated the Governor will be signing our new Election changes Thursday at 4:15 at the new
Cornelia Government building.

VIII. MATTERS FROM CITIZENS - TIME LIMIT OF THREE (3) MINUTES

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION — PERSONNEL
X. ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Commissioner Addison, seconded by Commissioner Searborough to adjourn the
regular meeting. Motion carried unanimously.
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Michelle Ivester, Chairman
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Chapter 10
Animals
Article Il. Animal Control

Sec. 10-52

The animal control department shall be authorized to remove or cause to have removed to a
safe location any animal that appears to be abused or suffering undue pain from abuse or neglect, as
may be necessary to prevent further suffering. If a dog/animal is tied or tethered it must have adequate
shelter and bedding in cold weather and fresh food and water daily and must have a minimum of ten
feet of mobility. The owner or possessor of the animal shall be charged with cruelty to animals as
provided for in 0.C.G.A. § 16-12-4,

(Ord. of 2-16-1999, § X)



“Exhibit B

REZONING REPORT

To: Stephens County Board of Commissioners
From: Planning Commission

ltem: #1 Date: April 21, 2021

A. General Information
1. Owner of Property: Willlam M. Chastain & Judy C. Defoor
2. Applicant: Owner
3. Applicant’s Agent: /A
4. Street Address of Property: 1356 Skyline Dr, Toccoa, GA 30577
2. Size: .37 Acres
6. Current Land Use of Property: Single Family Residence
7. Current Zoning of Property: Residential Single (RS)

B. Information Concerning the Request
1. Proposed Use of Property: Agriculture Permitted Uses
2. Proposed Zoning of Property: Agriculture Residential (AR)
3. Surrounding Land Use: Residential, Agriculture, City of Teccoa
4. Surrounding Zoning: RS, AR

C. Zoning History (list rezoning activity adjacent to the proposed site):
1. None.

D. Analysis

1. The property owner would like to rezone to be added to adjacent parcel 0328 172
currently 11.51 acres.

4. The property is in @ mixed use area of Residential and Agriculture zoning.

3. The land use proposal is in conformity with the policy and intent of other adopted plans.

Recommendations: Approve.

Attachments:

Application

Parcel Map Showing Adjacent Land Use Zoning

Warranty Deed

B op = omom



Application for Rezoning
P.O. Box 386 Toccoa, Georgia 30577
Phone: (706)886-9491/Fax: (706)886-2185

Please type or print legibly. Attach additional sheets, if nec'p:ssarf: to fully answer any of the following sections.
Incomplete applications will not be accepted for processing by the Stephens County Planning Commission (SCPC)
until deficiencies are corrected. Additional instructions, information and important dates are located on pages 6.

I. GENERAL INFORMATION

Petitioner Information (Note: If the property owner(s) will have an agent serve on his or her behalf, the owner(s)
must complete the aﬂaﬂ Letter of Authorization,

Name: Q\D{‘Lhmc Stwun 4 udt, D&'pmf
Addmss:_i‘lﬂ_ﬁ_&mm&md_ City: Toc cOCL Staw:g‘h Zip: 3051

Telephone No.: { } Fax No.: { )

E-mail Address:

Property Owner Information, if different from Petitioner

Name: .
Address: City: State: Zip:

Telephone No.: ( ) Fax No.: ( )

E-mail Address:

Agent Information, if different from Petitioner or Owner (Nore: A signed, notarized statement of authorization from
the property owner is required and must be attached if this section applies. If the agent changes after submitting the
application and the agent is not the property owner, a new authorization form will be required.) /

4

Name:
Address: City: State: Zip:
Telephone No.: ( ) Fax No.: ( }

E-mail Address:

Stephens County Office Use Only
Rezaning Petition #:

Date Filed: _3&—1]-&1












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































